Claire Mullen Kinney
February 17, 1951 - May 6, 2021

The memorial service for Claire Mullen Kinney, 70, of West Columbia, will be held
Saturday, May 15, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. at St. Andrews Baptist Church, 230 Bush River
Road in Columbia. The family will receive friends at the church at 12:00 p.m. preceding
the service. The Reverend Dr. Dee Vaughan will officiate.
Claire was born in Columbia, SC on February 17, 1951, and departed this life on May 6,
2021. She was the daughter of the late Harold Herbert and Marguerite Lyles Mullen. Claire
attended University High School, and graduated from Columbia High School in 1969.
Following high school, she graduated from Columbia College in 1973 with a degree in
Elementary Education, and completed her Master’s degree in Guidance and Counseling
from the University of South Carolina. Her career as an educator spanned more than 30
years with Richland School District One, having served as a classroom teacher or
guidance counselor at Hyatt Park Elementary School, McCants Elementary School, and
H.B. Rhame Elementary School. Claire served on the Alumnae Council for the Columbia
College Alumnae Association, was involved with many programs for the betterment of the
community such as the Lunch Buddy Program at H.B. Rhame Elementary, Kids’ Cafe at
St. Andrews Baptist Church, and was recognized as at H.B. Rhame Elementary School’s
Teacher of the Year for 2008-2009. She was a lifelong member of College Place United
Methodist Church and more recently attended St. Andrews Baptist Church.
Claire was interviewed on WLTX in 2008 about her love for teaching. She said, “It's more
than career. It’s a calling.” In that interview, Claire said, she “feels rich with the satisfaction
teaching…” She was often heard telling her students that “they are rich because they have
parents that care about them…they are rich because they are talented and they can give
a gift to others that you can’t buy.” She spent many days making sure that each of her
students worked to their fullest potential. The result of her work can be seen in many men
and women throughout the Columbia area and beyond.
Outside of teaching, Claire enjoyed traveling to Hilton Head Island, where she spent most
of her summers. The beach was her favorite place to vacation. She also enjoyed Walt

Disney World and Disney cruises. At home, Claire entertained many guests over the
years, including her “supper club,” her extended family, and those who shared a love of
teaching.
Survivors include her loving husband of 47 years, Ronald W. Kinney; daughter, Julia
Kinney Vaporis of Lexington; sons, Timothy Kinney (Joy) of Lexington, and Tyler Kinney of
West Columbia; brother, Julian “Bill” Lyles of Tucker, GA; 3 grandchildren, George,
William, and Peter Vaporis, and her niece, Leslie Lyles and nephew, Robert (Emily) Lyles.
She was preceded in death by her sister-in-law, Peggy Lyles.
Claire’s family wishes to express appreciation to the staff of Lexington Medical Center
Extended Care, Compassionate Care Hospice, and the staff of Right at Home (Johnsie
Douglas, Jennifer Smith, and Arial Walker).
Memorials can be made to Ronald McDonald House Charities (Columbia, SC), 2901
Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203 and Palmetto Place Children and Youth Services,
P.O. Box 3395, Columbia, SC 29230, or a charity of your choice.

Events
MAY
15

Visitation

12:00PM - 12:50PM

St. Andrews Baptist Church
230 Bush River Road, Columbia, SC, US, 29210

MAY
15

Memorial Service

01:00PM

St. Andrews Baptist Church
230 Bush River Road, Columbia, SC, US, 29210

Comments

“

So sorry to hear about Claire's passing. She brought so much joy to the Sandhills
School community during Tyler's time spent with us. Claire had a kind heart and
always made you feel special when you walked into a room. She will be missed.

Debbie Smith - May 17 at 06:24 PM

“

I fondly remember Ronald “Ron” Kinney becoming my supervisor in the mid-1980s.
Over the years, he and I became very close friends. Many times, it seemed that we
were closer than friends. It seemed as if we were brothers. As our friendship
progressed, I got to know his beloved wife, Mrs. Kinney, better known as “Claire.”
She had a kind and quiet demeanor. She was always willing to assist anyone who
was in need. Claire was very family-oriented. Since Ron and I were always doing
things together, she suggested that our families celebrate Christmas together. After
that year, our families celebrated Christmas together as an annual event. Claire’s
loving-kindness towards my wife and me will never be forgotten. She truly emulated
the description of a “good wife” as found in Proverbs 31:10-31. She will truly be
missed; however, her memories will forever remain in our hearts.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Seabrook - May 15 at 12:19 PM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Claire Mullen Kinney.

May 13 at 09:16 PM

“

Your mother Tyler, blessed so many people, (I am one those people) with her love
and kindness. Mrs. Claire lived an amazing life and shared so much wisdom with me.
I feel honored and blessed that I got to know your sweet and beautiful mom. Find
comfort in those good memories you and your mom have. I can't imagine what you
must be feeling right now, but I want you to know that I am just a phone call away.
Love always, Ms. Cici

Cici Holt - May 13 at 11:04 AM

“

Ron and Claire have been our friends since shortly after they were married. We have
shared many good times and bad, but mostly we have valued their friendship as a
forever one. Claire was such a dear person and we grieve her loss. We also pray for
Ron, Julie, Tim, and Tyler along with the rest of the family for comfort and peace. We
know that Claire was a person who loved the Lord and lived her life doing what she
felt "Jesus would do." Though we will not be able to attend the service, we will be
there in spirit. We loved her. Bunny and Bubba

Bunny and Bubba Carns - May 12 at 11:52 PM

“

From your DHEC Family purchased the Gracious Lavender Basket for the family of
Claire Mullen Kinney.

From your DHEC Family - May 12 at 11:32 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Claire Mullen Kinney.

May 12 at 09:43 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

William Harmond Billings - May 11 at 04:32 PM

“

Claire's life was well-lived, and her accomplishments were numerous. For me, she was a
splendid Christian who epitomized joy, love, and excellence. I look forward to our reunion
with other family members in heaven.
William Harmond Billings - May 11 at 04:45 PM

“

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of Claire Mullen Kinney.

May 11 at 04:25 PM

“

When I arrived at St. Andrews Elementary, Claire was there to welcome me.
Although our subject matter differed, we both served all of the students. This
provided us with the opportunity to collaborate on many school projects. Claire and I,
along with Connie Hill, spent countless hours developing and implementing a school
based mentoring program that successfully served many H.B. Rhame students.
Claire would begin our Mentor Orientation sessions by sharing the "Starfish Story."
Just like the boy, in the story who made a difference saving starfish, Claire made a
difference in the many lives she touched.
Claire always saw the glass MORE than half full and she helped those fortunate
enough to know her do the same. Claire lived the lessons that she taught to both
young and old. Claire's memory lives on with each and every kind word spoken.
Linda R. Wilson

Linda Wilson - May 11 at 02:08 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Claire Mullen Kinney.

May 11 at 08:33 AM

“

Claire was a friend who reached for your hand and touched your heart. She was our
cheerleader who always looked on the bright side and planted seeds of kindness and
love. She taught her students with love and encouragement and made them feel
special. Claire made everyone feel special. She was the dearest of friends and we
will always cherish the memories of her friendship. Our deepest sympathy to Ron
and family.
Linda and Frank

Linda Shealy - May 10 at 06:14 PM

“

Ron,
So sorry to hear about Claire. My prayers for you and your Family.
Dana

Dana W Love Jr. - May 10 at 05:34 PM

“

Claire and I taught together at St. Andrews Elementary, which was later renamed H.
B. Rhame. I remember Claire’s kindness, gentleness, and her love for the Lord. She
exhibited Christian character as a teacher, staff member, and parent. Claire is now at
home with the Lord whom she loved and followed. May God grant her family His
sweet peace.

Stafhanie Ray Ross - May 09 at 04:07 PM

“

Claire was one of the most inspirational people I ever met. Her cheerful disposition
and positive attitude is why I could not stop doing lunch buddies at Rhame
Elementary. She truly loved each and every student as if they were her own. I am a
better person for having known her. To the family, please know my most sincere
prayers are with you. I am so sad at her passing but Heaven just got that much nicer.

David Oberly - May 09 at 11:44 AM

“

Henry & Donna Rollins lit a candle in memory of Claire Mullen Kinney

Henry & Donna Rollins - May 09 at 09:48 AM

“

Ron and Family,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and the family in your loss. Claire was a
magnificent person with an outgoing personality.

Ann & Henry Gibson - May 09 at 09:07 AM

