Claude J. "Rusty" Downs
May 25, 1953 - December 23, 2018

Claude J. “Rusty” Downs, 65, of Columbia passed away on December 23, 2018
surrounded by his loving family and friends. The memorial service will be held on
Wednesday January 2, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. in the chapel of Temples Halloran Funeral
Home, 5400 Bush River Road Columbia, S.C. 29212 and will be officiated by Dr. Ryan
Pack. The family will receive friends from 2:00-3:00 p.m. prior to the memorial service.
Born in Columbia on May 25, 1953, Rusty was the son of the late Jouett Francis Downs
and Sarah Adelaide Brown Downs. Mr. Downs graduated from the old Columbia High
School and was a lifelong member of Park Street Baptist Church. After many years of
dedicated service Rusty retired from the U.S. Postal Service. Additionally, Rusty proudly
served his country in the United States Navy. Rusty was a very loving father, grandfather,
brother, and uncle. He will be remembered for his heart of gold and acts of service for his
family, friends, and neighbors. Rusty will be missed by all who knew and loved him.
Survivors include Rusty’s father, Mr. John Guy of Columbia; a daughter, Meggan Arnold
(Johnathan); three sons, Justin Ruffin (Alma), Matthew Downs (fiancé Adrianna), and
Andrew Downs all of Irmo; a sister, Connie Downs White (Gary) of Columbia, three
nephews, Marty, Guy, and David White; a great nephew, Zachary White; and ten
grandchildren. Rusty was preceded in death by his parents.
In lieu of flowers, memorials for Rusty Downs may be made to Agape Hospice House 141
Stoneridge Drive Columbia, S.C. 29210 or the American Cancer Society 200 Center Point
Circle Suite 100 Columbia, S.C. 29210.
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Visitation

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Temples-Halloran Funeral Home Chapel
5400 Bush River Road, Columbia, SC, US, 29212
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Memorial Service

03:00PM - 04:00PM

Temples-Halloran Funeral Home Chapel
5400 Bush River Road, Columbia, SC, US, 29212

Comments

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Claude J. "Rusty"
Downs.

January 01 at 03:00 PM

“

2 files added to the album LifeTributes

Ignace - December 30, 2018 at 01:51 AM

“

55 files added to the album LifeTributes

Temples-Halloran Funeral & Cremation Services - December 29, 2018 at 12:55 PM

“

Rusty was our neighbor for 27 years. Would do anything for anyone. We shared
many fun times over the years and we can hardly accept that he is no longer part of
our lives. Heartbroken best describes how we felt as soon as we learned that he’d
passed. Prayers for the family- we miss you Rusty!

Bill and Sue Harmon - December 28, 2018 at 04:24 PM

“

I was greatly saddened to hear of Rusty's passing,he was a great friend and he was
also the best man at my 1st wedding. He will be missed.

David Cannon - December 28, 2018 at 03:06 PM

“

81 files added to the album LifeTributes

Temples-Halloran Funeral & Cremation Services - December 28, 2018 at 01:18 PM

“

I was a single working mom and Rusty and Brenda helped raise my beautiful
daughter with me. They generously opened home and heart to us just after Matthew
was born. Rusty taught my daughter to always be a lady, and they were very
conscientious about making sure the kids had proper nutritional meals. Rusty always
had a story to tell and I have many fond memories of those years. My heart goes out
to all Rusty's loved ones.

Karen Chamberlain - December 28, 2018 at 12:43 PM

“

I worked with Rusty at The State. I always thought a lot of him. So sorry to hear of his
passing. He was always ready to help out other carriers at The State. I pray that the
Holy Spirit comforts the family during this difficult time. My thoughts and prayers are
with you all. I know he is in heaven rejoicing with the Angels.

Lydia Toney - December 27, 2018 at 05:28 PM

“

Rusy, Connie and I, plus a bevy of other Earlewood neighborhood kids spend long
summer days playing games on their grandmothers big old front porch on Union
Street. I will always remember the great fun we had together. I am so sorry to hear of
his passing, and my heart is with Connie and the entire family during this difficult
time.
Tom Eleazer

Tom Eleazer - December 27, 2018 at 11:31 AM

“

Rusty and I were high school friends. Sad to hear of his passing. Thoughts and
prayers go out to his family.
Dawn Ritchie

Dawn Ritchie - December 27, 2018 at 09:14 AM

“

We were first cousins and toddlers when we all played together, Rusty being the
typical boy, I have fond memories of him "harassing" us girls; myself and Connie. But
we lost touch after divorces of my parents and Rusty and Connie's parents. But I
kept up with Rusty through Connie over these many years. I am so sorry that he has
left us, but I know how well and happy he is now, in the hands of our Lord and
Savior. God Bless you Rusty. And Connie I love you to the moon and back and so
happy we keep in touch. Please give my love to all the family.

Jackie Nichols - December 27, 2018 at 01:46 AM

