David Gettys
March 8, 1935 - January 23, 2019

Columbia—William David Gettys, 83, passed away on January 23, 2019. A celebration of
his life will be held on Saturday, January 26, 2019, at 11:00 a.m. at Westminster
Presbyterian Church, with the Rev. Dr. Chris Denny officiating. Visitation will begin at
10:00-11:00 a.m. at the church. Burial will be held in Bush River Memorial Gardens, 5400
Bush River Road, Columbia, SC 29212 following the service.
Memorials can be made to Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1715 Broad River Rd.,
Columbia, SC 29210.
David was born in McCormick County, SC, on March 8, 1935, to the Reverend Doctor
Erwin F. Gettys and his wife Lillian. David was a graduate of Presbyterian College and
also served in the US Army. He worked for many years and retired from the South
Carolina Employment Security Commission. He was an active member of Westminster
Presbyterian Church where he served in many capacities. In his spare time, he enjoyed
spending time with friends, especially at the breakfast club or watching Gamecock
football. He and his wife loved to travel and also enjoyed spending time with family. He will
be remembered as one who served humbly not wanting to receive credit for all that he did.
He will also be remembered as a loving husband, a caring father and grandfather, and a
devoted friend. His calm demeanor and fun sense of humor will be missed.
David is survived by his wife of 59 years, Ruth Lewis Gettys; his children, David Gettys
(Dawn), Robert Gettys (Jennifer), and Catherine Hutchings (Wyne); his grandchildren,
Michael Gettys (Michelle), Sean Gettys, Johnny Medlin, Nate Hutchings, Rachel
Hutchings, and Jordan Gettys; his brother Erwin Gettys (Ruth); his sisters, Margaret Pyle,
Vera Hood (Charlie); as well as numerous nieces and nephews. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Erwin and Lillian Gettys, his sisters, Barbara Strom, Hildreth Strom,
Nellie Campbell, and his brother, James Gettys.
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Comments

“

So sorry for your loss Ruth and family.
Thinking of you, Doris Ballard

Doris Ballard - January 29, 2019 at 11:05 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Mr. Gettys passing. I will miss seeing he and Mrs. Gettys
holding hands while they waited to see the doctor. Sending my sincere condolences
to your family at this very difficult time. Please tell Mrs. Gettys Christi from Dr. Hite's
offce if thinking of her.

Christi Whitaker - January 29, 2019 at 11:24 AM

“

Ruth and family: I’m sorry for your loss of David. During his years at ESC, he
provided much assistance to us in local offices. David had a good sense of humor
and quick smile. My prayers are with you.

Connie Ford, Florence - January 28, 2019 at 10:07 AM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of David Gettys.

January 26, 2019 at 11:27 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of David Gettys.

January 25, 2019 at 05:08 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of David Gettys.

January 25, 2019 at 03:49 PM

“

Robert, I am so sorry for your loss. Please know you are in my thoughts and prayers.
Hope during this time of gathering with friends and family the many warm memories
bring you and your family some comfort, and in time peace. Jane Zimmer

Jane Zimmer - January 25, 2019 at 11:08 AM

“

I know I have lost a dear friend. For many years, working in the same unit, David
assisted Jim and me to travel the state doing aptitude testing for new employers. He
was always upbeat and a joy to work with. Memories include using a "Spartanburg
map" to find the location (you know every town has a Main street and a Church
street), taking our matching Bi-Lo luggage (yes the brown paper bags), and checking
ID's (once a lady brought an 8X10 glossy picture of herself to use as an ID and we
decided it was her!!!) Ruth and family you are in our prayers.

Brent A. Garvin - January 25, 2019 at 09:39 AM

“

Ruth, I always enjoyed seeing you and David at the conferences and his wonderful sense
of humor. My condolences. David was a good man and someone I respected. Chuck Zirkle,
Mt Pleasant, SC
Chuck Zirkle - January 29, 2019 at 09:12 AM

“

David will be greatly missed by my whole family. He will be remembered for his quick
smile and fabulous sense of humor. He always tried to make us laugh! He was
always dressed in awesome ties for church and Gamecock attire for almost every
other time. We love David and Ruth so very much!

Dana - January 24, 2019 at 10:28 PM

“

Ruth, I'm so sorry for your loss. He was so good to work. I was his secretary when
my daughter was born in 1978. I had a hard time finding another daycare for her. I
went into his office to give him my resignation. He wouldn't accept it. He told me if I
had to I could bring my rocking chair and put it in his office until I could find a new
one. That really meant a lot to me and I never forgot it. He still liked me even though I
was a Clemson fan!!

Debra Cooper - January 24, 2019 at 09:31 PM

“

I knew David as a child. The Gettys family were fine wonderful folk. Finley and Vera were
classmates at McCormick High, Dr. Gettys married my wife Kathryn and me Dec. 23, 1954.
Would someone please pass Finley's address to me. Bob Edmonds
Bob Edmonds - January 25, 2019 at 09:01 PM

“

The John de la Howe Alumni Association send our thoughts and prayers for David Gettys’
family. He is part of our de la Howe family and will be missed. We are thankful for all the
contributions David made on behalf of the school. Sincerely, Jo Ann Alewine Durst.
Jo Ann Alewine Durst - January 26, 2019 at 01:42 PM

“

Fond memories of carpooling to work in Greenwood from McCormick with David, Sonny
Bonnette, and Ms. Grace Strom, especially when we would ride in David’s Carmin Ghia! So
sorry to learn of his passing. Prayers for the family.
Gladys Blackmon Wise
Gladys B. Wise - January 26, 2019 at 08:38 PM

“

So sorry to hear of David's passing. He and Ruth are such a loving couple and we had
such fun times working at ESC.
Sandy Simpson - February 01, 2019 at 10:37 AM

