Elizabeth Anne "Bam" Moody Ratliff
August 29, 1927 - March 16, 2017

West Columbia— Bam, as many knew her, went home to be with the Lord and her
beloved husband Jimmy on March 16, 2017. She was born on August 29, 1927 in
Walthourville, GA the daughter of Wilhelmina Hutto Moody and Herbert Cecil Moody. She
moved to Aiken, SC at an early age, graduated from Aiken High and attended the
University of South Carolina. She was a very talented ballet dancer and performed in
summer stock in Florida and traveled to New York to study dance. In 1947 she and James
W. Ratliff Jr married, had three children and became very active in the Forest Lake
community. While her children were young, she shared her ballet and dance skills by
working at Foster School of Dance. Even while working full time she was instrumental in
the birth of St. Michael and All Angels Church, helped create the Forest Baseball League
out of six local Cub Scout Troops, and was the first president of the new Satchelford Road
School PTA. Music was her passion, the piano being her favorite instrument, and on it she
composed and transcribed many beautiful songs. For many years she was an integral part
of the worship ministry of her church, arranging music and playing the piano. She fostered
her love of music in her children and grandchildren and freely shared her collection of
guitars, keyboards and more. She and husband Jimmy were very hospitable and
frequently hosted church picnics, meetings and other gatherings in their home. Over this
past year in declining health, her spiritual strength, grace, and determination to “be
content in all things” was such an example to family and friends.
Surviving are children, Dr. James W. Ratliff III and wife, Dyanne Gist, daughters Patricia
Ratliff Kahle and husband Robert, and Elizabeth Ratliff Cohen and husband, David, and
brother, Philip M. Moody. She also had many grandchildren and great grands whom she
loved dearly. The family will be having a private memorial service.

Comments

“

Pat, so sorry to hear of your mother's passing. Please know your old friends are
thinking of you and your family during this very difficult time.

Mark Rivkin - March 22, 2017 at 04:44 PM

“

We had such a great neighborhood group when we all lived on and around
Pinebranch Road All those parents were go getters, organizers and cared so much
for the community. Daddy was so glad to have your mom keeping all that ball league
paperwork under control, and all off us were involved in starting St. Michael's, as we
had NO choice...everyone pitched in. Swim team and lifeguarding,,friendships that
last til this day, the ducks Rick and Jim had...so many memories come back when I
think of our families. Your mom was so insistant that I keep on dancing and wanting
me to go north to study...but that wasn't in the cards, it gave me such a good feeling
to know that she believed I could do it. When I found her on FB I was so impressed
at her tech saavy. I know it must have been hard to witness the decline in the last few
months, but as always she faced it with such dignity and grace...she is an nspiration
to me. You all are in my thouta and prayers and I'm wrapping my arms around you
from here. I'm so sad, but so many great memories. Love you, Randy (Praete
Anderson-Orr)

Randy Orr - March 21, 2017 at 11:03 AM

“

where is spell check when I need it?
Randy - March 21, 2017 at 11:05 AM

“

Elaine Messier lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Anne "Bam" Moody Ratliff

Elaine Messier - March 21, 2017 at 07:27 AM

“

Jim, Pat, and Beth,
I just saw the news about your Mom. I know she will be greatly missed by you and and all
of the people who knew her. I'll always remember her beautiful smile. She was truly one of
a kind!! Sending lots of love your way!!
Elaine (Hitopoulos) Messier
Elaine Messier - March 21, 2017 at 07:40 AM

“

I want to send my condolences to your family at this time of losing your mom. I
remember her being a part of my childhood - the St Micheal church, the kids'
baseball games and Satchelford. What a blessing to know she's with God now,
although I know you'll miss her.
Betsy DuPre Stone '69

Betsy Stone - March 20, 2017 at 06:01 PM

“

My sister will always be remembered fondly by everyone who knew her - she was
one of a kind! She was always gracious, thoughtful, kind-hearted, and a selfless
caregiver for many years to Jimmy - the husband she loved. I have so many happy
memories of her that they're too numerous recall. Among the many that are
unforgettable, she taught me how to swim - she pushed me in the deep water at
Scot's Lake and watched me dog-paddle to safety (when I was four years old!). She
also taught me how to drive, and to this day I remember her admonishment to
ALWAYS give a hand signal. To say she'll be missed is a monumental
understatement. She will always be in my thoughts. I am proud to have been her
brother and lucky to have her as a sister.
I can't stop writing without acknowledging how talented she was. She taught tap
dancing to her peers in high school; danced and traveled with the Carolina Ballet
Company for several years; modeled with the John Robert Powers Agency in
NewYork; composed music and played piano and organ at her church; published a
cookbook of "Southern" dishes; devised and recorded music for exercising. I'm sure
I've omitted some of her other many talents and accomplishments.
Phil Moody - her very proud and grateful brother

Philip Moody - March 20, 2017 at 05:20 PM

“

I love you Uncle Sonny. You were the best brother anyone could have. In spite of being so
many miles apart you always stayed close by calling, sending cards, and writing letters.
Honey was always so excited to get one of your frequent beautifully wrapped packages. It
touched me so much how close y'all were and it pained me knowing how difficult this year
was for you. She admired and loved you so much.
And thank you for reminding me about her cookbooks and exercise CDs!
Beth - March 22, 2017 at 05:54 PM

“

Jim,
So sorry to hear of your loss. Please accept my deepest heartfelt sympathy.
Vance Morrow

Vance A. Morrow, Jr. - March 20, 2017 at 05:09 PM

“

What can you say about your grandma that was sending e-mail and burning CDs via
computer in the 90's, which is also when she was playing complex keyboards and
synthesizers that used floppy disks? (That just reminded me that grandma and
grandad's bright orange Pinto came with the CB option.) She self-published
cookbooks and music; she made the best chocolate cake with fudge-like icing.
(Mmm, ambrosia in a huge silver-plated bowl.) She embraced the new-school and
the old-school - even using an Amazon Echo in her room this year after moving from
her house. She always remembered birthdays and anniversaries. She'd give the
grandkids and "quarter for a glass of water," something we delighted in hearing as
she could rhyme "quarter" and "water" like nobody else, dahlin'. She was the
quintessential grandma, and she will be missed. But she will always be remembered.
I don't think a single one of her grandkids can recall a childhood summer without a
Lake Murray adventure. We love you, Grandma. Love, Kevin and Jennifer Wimberly
(and Katherine and Emily whom Grandma got to meet at Christmas, 2015).

Kevin - March 20, 2017 at 11:08 AM

“

Jim, Pat, & Beth,
We're so very sorry for your loss. I remember both of your parents very well from our
old "swim team" days and how much fun they were at swim meets.
Please accept my sincerest condolences and may you always have fond memories
of your wonderful parents.
Allen Fisher

allen Fisher - March 19, 2017 at 08:30 PM

“

“

Thank you Allen. We do have some great childhood memories!
Beth - March 22, 2017 at 05:58 PM

My sweet Aunt Bam, was always so kind and loving to my sister and I. Part of my
favorite time of year was visiting my Aunt Bam and Uncle Jimmy on the lake,
skipping rocks, fishing, I was always at home with them. I recall they had the
entrance to one room was beads, I don't know why but I loved it. My last visit with her
at her home in Columbia she was such a gracious hostess, she wanted to feed me
and just such a lovely soul with a genuine zest for life. I will always love her!

David Moody - March 19, 2017 at 05:55 PM

“

Jim & Lenora Alexander lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth Anne "Bam" Moody
Ratliff

Jim & Lenora Alexander - March 19, 2017 at 03:34 PM

“

Jim, we are so sorry to hear about your Mom. Please know we are lifting you and your
families up in prayer. May the Lord wrap his arms around you and give that PEACE HE
promises us in times like these. We love you and Dyanne very much.
Jim & Lenora
Jim - March 19, 2017 at 03:38 PM

“

We send our love and condolences to Bam's family.
Susan and Jack Graybill

Jack Graybill - March 19, 2017 at 03:09 PM

“

Beth Cohen is following this tribute.

Beth Cohen - March 19, 2017 at 08:49 AM

