Kathi O. Free
September 13, 1952 - May 13, 2018

COLUMBIA—The funeral services for Kathi Ouzts Free, 65, of Columbia, will be held on
Friday, May 18, 2018, at 2:00 p.m. in the sanctuary of Riverland Hills Baptist Church, 201
Lake Murray Blvd., Irmo, SC 29063. The Reverend Dr. Tim Phillips will officiate. Interment
will follow in Greenlawn Memorial Park, 845 Leesburg Road, Columbia, SC 29209. The
family will receive friends from 1:00-1:50 p.m. at the church.
Kathi O. Free, widow of the late, Mike Free was born in Greenwood, SC on September 13,
1952, Kathi was the daughter of the late Reverend Joseph Alton Ouzts and Doris Nell
Gibson Ouzts. She passed away on May 13, 2018, she was a graduate of Greenwood
High School and had attended Lander University. Kathi was a member of Riverland Hill
Baptist Church as well as a member of SOS Sunday School Class. She had worked for
South Carolina State Government for over 30 years. Kathi was a member of the
Emergency Response Team with the Budget and Control Board, she also helped to draft
the Legislative Manual. She also worked at Self Memorial Hospital in Greenwood, SC,
Kathi played the piano for the residents of the Saluda Nursing Home while her late parents
were residing there. She loved her country and was a true patriot where she was
employed as the Executive Administrator of the Celebrate Freedom Foundation at the
time of her death.
Surviving are her daughter, Kelley Free Pettibone (Jeremy) of Lexington, Stacey FreeBranham of Irmo and Melanie Free Rollings of Columbia; sister, Linda Owens of
Greenwood; brother, Alton Ouzts (Judy) of Ninety-Six; grandchildren, Bekah, Caitey, Jake,
Sammey, and Averly. As well as a number of special nieces and nephews. Those who
preceded her in death, besides her parents; son-in-law, Greg Rollings
Memorials may be made to Celebrate Freedom Foundation, 2533 B. Airport Blvd., West
Columbia, SC 29170 or online at gocff.org.
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Comments

“

To Kathi's family:
I am in shock in hearing about the passing of Kathi. She reached out to me several
times after my wife passed. She and I had our paths cross many times at the state
level in our jobs and at church as well. She was close to Faith and me and would
make calls to check on us. She will be missed and my thoughts and prayers will be
with all of you. I know the journey you are on as I have watched my own children
struggle with the passing of their mom. Please know you are in our prayers now and
into the future. May you find peace in the memories you share.
Bob Couch
Anderson,SC

Bob Couch - May 19, 2018 at 05:33 PM

“

To Kathi's family: Our hearts are saddened at Kathi's passing. She was a special
friend along with Mike. May your memories of sweet Kathi bring you comfort in the
days ahead. God's blessings to all of you.
Sonny and Brenda Breedlove

Sonny and Brenda Breedlove - May 18, 2018 at 01:24 AM

“

Kelley, our thoughts and prayers are with you and all the family. We pray God will
give you the comfort and strength you need for the days ahead. Love, Jim & Barbara
Baughman

Barbara Baughman - May 17, 2018 at 07:10 AM

“

I am a blessed man having known Ms. Kathi.
You will be sorely missed but I rejoice in the comfort knowing you are smiling with the
Lord.
I will never forget your beautiful smile.
Thanks, Pvt. Robert

Pvt. Robert - May 16, 2018 at 11:39 PM

“

I was very saddened and shocked to see Kathi's obituary in the paper today. Mike
and my husband worked together at the original GE plant, and they became friends.
So that's how I met Kathi. She was always a sweetheart and a nice person to be
around. I'm sorry we lost touch over the years since Mike's passing, but she never
left my heart. I wondered about her often. I KNOW she is in heaven, and that gives
me great peace. To all of her lovely family, I will have you in my prayers over these
difficult days.
Jean (Jannusch) Bowers

Jean (Jannusch) and Terry Bowers - May 16, 2018 at 06:43 PM

“

Kathi was one of the sweetest, kindest women. It was a privilege to know her. We
met when she wanted to buy some Avon and we were friends for many years. She
always talked about how much she loved her family. I am so sad to hear she has
passed, but I know she is rejoicing in heaven with Jesus and Mike. I will be praying
for all of you.
Doris Hare

Doris Hare - May 16, 2018 at 10:26 AM

“

Dear Kathi and your great Family still on Earth: You Kathi were such a gift to
Celebrate Freedom Foundation in Columbia SC, rising to Treasurer and being one of
our most prominent "faces" of this stellar, patriotic organization. In person always or
via electrons when necessary, to us all, you were a glorious colleague. As the
Romans said in this tombstone epitaph for their most favored citizens: "Sit Tibi Terra
Levis" (May the Earth lay upon Thee lightly"). --Bruce Rippeteau (CFF President
Emeritus, Lincoln NE and Cape Vincent NY)

Bruce Rippeteau, formerly of Columbia SC - May 15, 2018 at 06:48 PM

“

Judy , Alton , Linda and Family I remember Kathi from a long time ago. I remember
her playing soft ball with one of the church teams around Greenwood. My parents
were good friends with Joseph and Johnnie Will in the young days. Kathi was a
beautiful lady with a beautiful smile. May God bring you comfort in the days ahead.
You all are in my thoughts and prayers.

Brenda B Stewart - May 15, 2018 at 04:24 PM

“
“

So sorry for your loss.
Linda Brock - May 15, 2018 at 06:25 PM

We are so sorry for your loss, Rick & Harriet Sirmons.
Harriet Sirmons - May 16, 2018 at 12:05 PM

“

Kelley, Kathi and I started out as co-workers with the Budget and Control Board
many years ago but she ended up becoming a dear friend. She was always ready to
listen and offer her beautiful smile. I remember we were partners in the self defense
class Dr. Carney taught years ago! I'm shocked to hear the news of her passing but
offer my sincere condolences to you and the rest of her family. I will miss seeing her
at church and catching up with each other in the parking lot.
I pray for God's peace and comfort for you all during this most difficult time.
Love,
Pam and Alan Humphries

Pam Humphries - May 15, 2018 at 04:03 PM

“

Kelli,
I have such fond memories of you and your mom growing up. I was shocked and
saddened to hear of her passing. Momma is really upset. Please know we are
thinking of you and the family at this time.
Laura Hatchell Morris

laura - May 15, 2018 at 03:05 PM

“

Kelley and family, we were so saddened to hear about your Mom! She was a special,
longtime friend and we will miss her beautiful smile and friendship. Your family is in
our thoughts and we are praying that y'all will feel an extra measure of God's love
and comfort in the days ahead.
Love and prayers,
Lowell and Mae Andrews

Mae Andrews - May 15, 2018 at 02:34 PM

“

Kathi was a beautiful, loving Christian friend. She was an encourager and was loved
by all. She will be missed. We extend our heartfelt condolences to her family. You are
all in our thoughts and prayers. May God give you strength and peace during this
difficult time.
Love,
Jeanie and Ron Feaster

Jeanie Feaster - May 15, 2018 at 02:15 PM

