William A. "Coach" Shalosky
September 23, 1931 - December 14, 2018

Columbia—William A. “Coach” Shalosky, born September 23, 1931 in Louisville, Ohio,
passed away peacefully in Columbia, SC on Friday, December 14, 2018.
Coach grew up in Louisville, Ohio, graduating from high school where he lettered in both
track and field and football. He received a football scholarship to the University of
Cincinnati. He lettered again in both track and field and football. There he held many
records including the longest distance in the shot put. He was an All American offensive
guard and played in the East/West Shrine Bowl Game. His coach, Sid Gilliam, once said
“Bill was the greatest lineman to ever play for the University of Cincinnati”. His jersey, #29,
is retired, and he is in the University of Cincinnati’s Hall of Fame and Ring of Honor. He
was a member of Sigma Chi fraternity.
After graduating from college he was drafted into the United States Army and rose to the
rank of 2nd Lieutenant. While in the army, he was called to the West Point Academy by
Col. Blaik to coach the Plebes with Coach Doc Blanchard. After serving, he left to coach
football at the University of Cincinnati under Coach Geo Blackburn. Later he would go on
to coach under Head Coach and close friend, Paul Dietzel, at Louisiana State University,
the United States Military Academy, and the University of South Carolina, where he was
both the offensive line coach and offensive coordinator. Coach also was the Golf Coach
and Assistant Athletic Director. It was a career that spanned almost 20 years. He retired
from athletics and went to work in sales for The Ohio Knife Company and the Darnell
Company.
Coach is survived by his devoted and loving wife of 64 years, Rita, son Michael G.
Shalosky (Susan), daughter Kathy J. Hall (Craig), granddaughter Michael K. Smanz,
grandsons William A. Shalosky (Taylor), and William Patrick Hall (Kelly).
Coach’s funeral will be at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, January 5, 2019 at Our Lady of the Hills
Catholic Church, 120 Mary Dale Ln., Columbia, SC 29210.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in his memory to Leeza’s Care Connection
(Leezascareconnection.org)
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Comments

“

Coach Shalosky didn’t know a heck of a lot about golf when he took over as the
Coach of the Gamecocks golf team in 1973 shaperoning us to our first ever NCAA
Championship in Stillwater, Oklahoma . He was a fine gentleman who was never
fearful of any situation. A real inspiration who realized his strengths and limitations.
My thoughts and prayers are with his family. Gods speed Coach ! Chip Prezioso

Chip Prezioso - December 23, 2018 at 12:53 PM

“

Bill was such a kind man. He will be missed. I know he had an impact on so many
people and was greatly loved. My thoughts and prayers are with the family during
this difficult time.

Radley West - December 15, 2018 at 08:21 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with your family during this time of loss. So many
memories growing up around Mr. Shalosky, Rita, Kathy and Mike. I am praying that
you will find comfort knowing that he is in heaven and in a much better place. May
our Lord and Savior wrap His arms of comfort around you and hold you in His care.
Kathy Kane

Kathy Kane - December 15, 2018 at 01:16 AM

“

Our prayers and love are with you Rita, Mike, Kathy and family. Larry, Jerri and the
Moseley's family. May God comfort and bless you.

Larry & Jerri Moseley - December 14, 2018 at 09:52 PM

“

Patty Reece lit a candle in memory of William A. "Coach" Shalosky

Patty Reece - December 14, 2018 at 08:02 PM

“

Coach was a wonderful friend and acccompanied with his beautiful wife Rita. Were the
highlight to me seeing them come into Publix each week. I was always greeted with hugs
and their beautiful smiles. And a warm greeting. I looked forward to see both of them each
and every week. They truly were two off my favorite customers while I was at Publix. And
the bonus was meeting their wonderful daughter Kathy and her shop. Kathy and I have
become friends, and as “Coach” started to lose his health, I tried to stay close to Kathy as a
support. I had gone thru similar lose off control with my own mother. When I would see Rita
in Publix I always asked about “Coach,” as he was losing ground I saw Rita less and less. I
would stop by Kathy’s shop to check on both ”Coach” and Rita.They became a very
important part of my week. I pray that the famillly can find love and peace with “Coach” in a
far better place in heaven. God has a new angel. And I hope the family finds peace and
love in “Coaches” new position in heaven. Love, Peace to all the family. Kathy and Rita I
am here if you need me. Ms Patty Reece
Patty Reece - December 14, 2018 at 08:28 PM

“

Love and peace of mind to all family members. I truly believe. “Coach” is in a far better
place. Love and prayers to all.
Patty Reece - December 14, 2018 at 08:33 PM

“

I fondly remember 'Coach' at Carolina. My sincere condolences to his family.
Fletcher Spigner III
Columbia, SC
Fletcher Spigner III - December 15, 2018 at 07:39 PM

“

Coach was always upbeat and encouraging. Our friendship lasted long after his coaching
career and my playing career at USC ended. I admired him for being a great husband and
father as well a great coach. My prayers and condolences to the family.
Lynn W Hodge - December 19, 2018 at 08:01 AM

