William D. Swygert
September 25, 1933 - December 21, 2018

Columbia – A celebration of life service for William David (Bill) Swygert, 85, of Columbia,
will be held at 2:00 pm on Saturday, January 12th at Union United Methodist Church, 7582
Woodrow Street, Irmo, SC 29063. Reverend Stephen Taylor will officiate. Interment will be
held at a later date at Bush River Gardens Cemetery.
Bill, the beloved husband of Patricia Ruth Graves Swygert, passed away at home on
Friday, 12/21/2018. He was the son of the late Burly Royal Swygert, Jr. and Nena
Caughman Swygert. He was a longtime member of 25+ years at Union United Methodist
Church and the AL Fellowship Sunday School and a graduate of Columbia High School,
class of 1951. He proudly served his country in the United States Air Force at Congaree
AFB during the Korean conflict and was privileged to go on a Veterans Honor Flight in
2012.
Bill had a distinguished career of over 40 years in the newspaper and advanced computer
system fields. He started with the Columbia State Record, worked his way up at the
Charlotte Observer, and was later recruited by the Raytheon Corporation and the Chicago
Tribune, before retiring back to Columbia. He loved spending time with family and friends
and fishing was one of his most favorite pastimes.
Surviving in addition to his loving wife of 63 years, Patricia “Pat” G. Swygert; daughter,
Sheila Swygert McCoy (Ron) of Charlotte, NC; sisters, Cornelia S. Lewis (Ted) of
Columbia and Jacquelyn S. Lucas (Jim) of Columbia; grandchildren, Lauren Schleusner
(Alex), Sarah Finerty (Shane), Jessica Swygert, Kathryn Weeks, Rebecca Love, Rachel
Wilder and Zach Mangum; great-grandchildren, Norah Grace Schleusner, Dak Weeks,
Lucy Cooper Love, Ruthie Love and King Wilder. Those who preceded him in death
besides his parents was his son, William David Swygert, Jr..
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Union United Methodist Church, 7582
Woodrow Street, Irmo, SC 29063.
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Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Donna Rackley-Cole - January 09 at 09:00 AM

“

As I observed the beauty of today watching the sun’s rays sparkle on the water’s
surface I wondered if Bill’s spirit might again be enjoying his favorite pastime of
fishing. It was always a special event when he and Pat joined us for fellowship,
especially when weather and time permitted a boat cruise on Lake Murray. Fred and
I recall our last excursion one afternoon in late August, and Bill’s expressions of
pleasure and some familiarity as he observed the passing shoreline from the cocaptain’s seat. As usual when we spent time together Bill would eventually turn to me
and ask with enthusiasm the same question, “Are we having fun yet”? Well dear Bill
now I’m asking you the same with no doubt of a resounding “YES”! Be at peace Bill
and know you are loved.

Donna Rackley Cole - January 07 at 09:45 PM

“

It's difficult to say goodbye to a man that has been a part of my life since I was 16. I
will miss him telling me to "go play in the street" and that "your mother's calling you".
We have all experienced his grumpy persona only to realize he was a teddy bear
inside, especially with his grandchildren. I will always love and admire him for his
strength to overcome his addictions, for mentoring 100's of men and women through
AA, for his walk with God and for loving me and my girls so unconditionally. I
celebrate that he is now free of his disease and weakness but my heart is heavy for
the loss of his physical presence in my life. I pray for strength and grace for Pat and
everyone touched by "PaPa Bill".
I love you Bill,
Elaine.

Elaine Helms Nordstrom - January 05 at 10:33 AM

“

There are more memories that we can share on this page. Bill was our dearest friend
and always was concerned for those whom he cared - and more!
Bill had a wonderful sense of humor and was always ready for a good laugh and time
with his friends! I can think of no one I have known who has touched so many lives in
such a meaningful way!
He has indeed been an inspiration and awesome example for many lives - more than
most of us will really know!
He was talented and if a job needed to be done, he more than likely could
accomplish it was those many talents. And was always happy to help whatever the
job was or for whomever .
He always made us laugh. - even when poking fun at Marshall’s driving. And from
just a few days after meeting him about 15 plus years ago, he always called me
“Trouble “- not sure why but I loved to be so cared for that he “blessed” me with my
nickname.
He was a great fisherman and loved bringing his catch of catfish home to fillet and fry
for his friends.
Pat, you know how Marshall and I love you - and loved your precious husband, Bill.
He will not be forgotten and will on in our hearts forever. What wonderful memories
we’ve shared over the years - good and rough times! We are here for you and I
believe you know we truly are sincere.
It’s clear from just the little I’ve shared , how deeply he cared for others - and Pat,
most of all you!
We have memories- Bill now his Lord and loved ones who have gone before to
welcome him HOME.
God bless you, Sheila, and your precious granddaughters! It was evident his love for
you all was very strong - even when “the girls showed more skin than he liked ”.
My grandchildren loved him and the fun days with y’all. Jared still remembers the
“cow bites” to aid in his growth process. . Must have helped for that little boy is
about 6 ft. now. So many memories with y’all and our grandchildren as well as our
own to treasure and keep in our hearts!
Prayers are lifted unceasingly for you all. We love you! Sarah “Trouble” and Marshall
Murphy

Sarah Murphy - January 02 at 11:11 AM

“

Again, I'm so sorry, Sheila. My dad really liked your dad at the Charlotte Observer,
and when I met him and spent a little time with him, I could surely see why. A
wonderful, kind and welcoming man who made everyone feel comfortable in his
midst. Hope your whole family and his friends can find peace as soon as possible
after his passing.

Brad Rich - December 31, 2018 at 12:59 PM

“

Aunt Pat,
We are very sorry for your loss but at the same time we rejoice that Uncle Bill is now
in Glory with the Lord!
I have so many fond memories of Uncle Bill growing up. He was Paw Paw and I’s #1
fishing partner. Some of my fondest childhood memories include Uncle Bill, Paw
Paw, in cheap boats and tons of laughs. Even though we didn’t catch fish many
times we all made memories I will never forget.
I will miss the “cow bites”, jokes and even more his smile and laughs. I am so
thankful we were able to see you both at Thanksgiving and even happier we were
able to get a picture of you both with baby Gracyn.
We love you and will continue to lift you up in Prayers
Chris & Jamie Hopper

Chris & Jamie Hopper - December 23, 2018 at 08:49 PM

