William Michael Mayfield
July 31, 1948 - September 14, 2019

William Michael Mayfield, 71, passed away, September 14th, 2019 in Columbia, South
Carolina. Michael was born July 31, 1948, in Bridgeport, West Virginia to the late William
and Peggy Mayfield.
He grew up in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida where he attended Pinecrest Academy and became
an all-American diver. He continued his education at the University of South Carolina with
a diving scholarship, graduating with a bachelor’s degree in Education. From there he
went on to be a teacher at Winyah Academy in Georgetown, South Carolina, Hand Middle
School and Dreher High School in Columbia, South Carolina, and Camp Aspen.
He met his late wife, Paula, at Mark Berson’s USC Soccer camp and they married in 1983.
In 1988 their son, Wil was born.
Michael enjoyed surfing, skateboarding, and mentoring youth. He often traveled down to
the coast to surf when there was a good swell. If he wasn’t surfing, you would often find
him mentoring skateboarders or cleaning the park in Columbia at Owens Field Skate Park.
He loved his dog, Penni, and enjoyed taking her for walks and talking to every person he
encountered. He never met a stranger.
He is survived by his son, William O. Mayfield; sisters, Susan Mitchell, and Genie Lewis;
and the skateboard community of Columbia, South Carolina. He is preceded in death by
his wife, Paula Mayfield; mother, Peggy Mayfield; father, William Mayfield and his brotherin-law, Ed Mitchell.
A Celebration of Life will be held at 2:00 p.m., Sunday, September 29, 2019, at Shandon
United Methodist Church in the gymnasium, 3407 Devine Street, Columbia, South
Carolina 29205.

Events
SEP
29

Celebration of Life

02:00PM

Shandon United Methodist Church
3407 Devine Street, Columbia, SC, US, 29205

Comments

“

Mike O'Keefe lit a candle in memory of William Michael Mayfield

Mike O'Keefe - October 04, 2019 at 07:10 PM

“

Mike came to Winyah Academy, in Georgetown, SC, in August of ‘76 as my teacher,
mentor and soccer coach. His approach to both education and athletics has touched
the lives of so many: in ways to numerous to name. His upbeat attitude and zest for
life we’re infectious to everyone he met! His confidence in me as a student and team
captain inspired me to take the initiative to encourage and motivate my teammates
even in off scheduled weekend practices to improve our team performance. My
returning to the Academy, as an assistant JV basketball coach, after high school and
working with students, instead of being one, allowed me the opportunity to observe
how Mike related to and mentored his team and students. This continued trust and
support has made a huge difference in my life for which I have been truly grateful! It
has been many years since but the memories are as clear as if it were yesterday: he
will be missed by all who had the pleasure to know him! May he find peace and
comfort in his everlasting life while riding the wave of his dreams!
Dana Mercer

Dana R. Mercer - September 19, 2019 at 11:37 PM

“

Michael Mayfield will always live on in my head when I skate and in my heart, as a
new father . The columbia skate community will always hold him as a saint. He has
made this world a better place and his wisdom and selflessness is rooted deep in the
people who knew him . Much love

Trav Jsov - September 19, 2019 at 03:29 PM

“

When I was seven years old Michael and I were both at The Plex in Sandhills. I was
nervous about going down a big transition on my board, he stopped the whole park
and got all of the older dudes to gather around me to push and encourage me to go
down the big hill. I was so scared but because of what he did I faced my fear and
went down and we all celebrated. I’ll never forget that moment of glory I shared with
him. He meant so much to me and a lot of people.

Johnny Shaw - September 19, 2019 at 01:23 PM

“

We are here for you always. Love, Mark and Nicole purchased the Ocean Breeze
Spray for the family of William Michael Mayfield.

We are here for you always. Love, Mark and Nicole - September 19, 2019 at 10:22 AM

“

When Mike was at Winyah Academy in Georgetown, SC we had some daily sayings
that illustrate our love for Soccer... As Headmaster & Spanish Teacher he would say
to me “Adidas!” instead of “Adiós”... I would respond with “Puma!” Our most famous
bumper read “Soccer is finesse!” That dolphin blue & white sticker captures his
Legacy at our Academy! We all love & appreciate who Coach Mayfield was in South
Carolina & beyond...

Larry Biddle - September 19, 2019 at 07:33 AM

“

Coach Mayfield was an amazing man and mentor to me and taught me a great deal
about life. I have not seen him in many years but have thought of him and
remembered his guidance and advice that helped me navigate life. A Pillar in our
Hearts has fallen. Rest In Peace my friend and mentor!

james marshall biddle - September 19, 2019 at 07:30 AM

“

Always in my heart my friend -so happy to have special memories-

Anna - September 19, 2019 at 06:02 AM

