Dr. James L. Caldwell
September 9, 1934 - August 26, 2017

COLUMBIA—Dr. James L. “Doc” Caldwell, 82, was called to his heavenly home on
August 26, 2017 in the company of his wife of 57 years, his children and grandchildren.
His devotion to his wife, family and his all encompassing belief in God marked his entire
life.
James was born in Birmingham, Alabama to Julius Clifton and Ruby Pauline Caldwell. He
had two sisters, Julia Gayle and Paula Rhea. He attended Howard College where he
received a BME from there he entered the Army and served with distinction on a rifle team
and as a “computer” for a Howitzer unit.
He returned to Birmingham where he fell in love with Charlotte Anne McKinney and they
were married August 20, 1960. From there they moved and started attending New
Orleans Baptist Seminary and he received his Masters in Music. While in New Orleans
they were blessed with James Clifton and Kim Allison.
He completed his education at Florida State University with a PhD in Music. He was then
called to chair the Music Department of Columbia College and to serve as the first Minister
of Music at Riverland Hills Baptist Church. Shortly after moving to Columbia, South
Carolina they were again blessed with a son, David Thomas.
James’ commitment and vision were richly used and blessed by God in both the Music
Department at Columbia College and the Music Ministry at RHBC.
James is survived by his wife, Charlotte; his sons, Clif and David; his daughter, Kim; his
grandchildren, Sydney (Josh) Detwiller, Sally (Destin) Nichols, Harrison (Maggie) Caldwell
and Hudson Caldwell, Eli Powell and Lauren, Ellison, and Shawn Caldwell. He is
preceded in death by his father, Julius Clifton, mother, Ruby Pauline, sister, Judy Gail and
Paula Rhea.
Services will be held at Riverland Hills Baptist Church, 201 Lake Murray Blvd, Irmo, SC
29063 at 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 29, 2017. Visitation will be held prior to the service at

11:30 AM. Temples Halloran Funeral Home will be assisting the family.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to be made to the Music Ministry of
RHBC/Music Missions, 201 Lake Murray Blvd, Irmo, SC 29063.
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Comments

“

Dr. Caldwell was a wonderful Christian man who I first met when I entered Columbia
College as a music education major. He had a quiet gentle way about him and I
never recall not seeing a smile upon his face. It didn't matter what he was doing or
how busy he was, he always took the time to stop, speak, listen and smile at you.
When I conducted the musical Celebrate Life at Springdale Baptist, he left Riverland
Hills and took the time to come and watch me, even though I knew he had conducted
the same musical many times before. At the end of the service, he came up and told
me that I did a great job, gave me a few conducting " reminders" and thanked me for
inviting him. I was so grateful for his attendance. I will never forget how he calmed
my out of control tantrum during my senior year at Columbia College. I was two
weeks away from graduation when I received word from the registrars office that I
would NOT be graduating due to not having enough Music History credits. I went to
Dr. Caldwell, crying, fussing and a total wreck asking him how this could happen. He
looked at me with his gentle smile and said, " Linda, you will graduate on time, even
if I have to tutor you day and night for the next two weeks!" He then sent me on my
way and told me that he would take care of the situation. The next day, he called me
into his office and informed me that there had been a mixup with the Music History
course numbers, and that I did have all of my credits and I would graduate on time. I
was so relieved and thankful that this kind man had solved my problem. Each time I
saw him after I graduated, he still had that same sweet smile and also took the time
to speak. Thank you to your entire family for so graciously sharing your husband,
father and grandfather with so many Columbia College girls. I am truly thankful for
the impact that he made in my life. Continued prayers and blessing to each of you.
LInda Johnson Goodwin, Columbia College CLass of 1982

Linda J Goodwin - August 29, 2017 at 11:23 PM

“

Dr. Caldwell is a legend. He was so easy going and so intelligent. I remember when I
first walked into the choir room as a new member of RHBC, he made me feel as if I
had been a member of that choir for a long time. He was always fair and consistently
challenging the choir with such beautiful classical/traditional music. I learned so
much from him and was so honored when he asked if I would like to direct his youth
choir when he retired! What an honor!! Thanks "Doc" for believing in me and all of
your encouraging words!! I know you are now leading that heavenly choir and will
some day see you again.

Denise Tweito
Denise Tweito - August 29, 2017 at 09:23 PM

“

Dr. Caldwell was truly an inspiration to me while I was a music education major at
Columbia College. I will forever remember his smile, kindness and his
encouragement. He was a person you could talk to and he was a great listener. He
always took the time to listen, and whenever you needed to get advice or talk to him,
the door to his office was always open. He was patient, and I never recall him saying
anything negative. Columbia College was blessed to have had him, and the students
who were in the music program were indeed blessed to have had him as a great
leader as Chairman of the Music Department and a knowledgeable and committed
professor. I have fond memories of him as my conducting, choral, and music
education professor. His classes were always a delight, and I have memories of him
telling me and my classmates a joke before a test. He wanted to ease the tension
and get us to laugh before we took the test. Throughout the years when I think about
Columbia College, I first think of Dr. Caldwell. I am forever grateful for the lessons I
learned under him. My prayers are with the family during this time, and I pray for
God's sufficient grace to meet all of your needs.
Cassandra Smith Portee, Class of '82

Cassandra Smith Portee - August 29, 2017 at 01:36 PM

“

Dr. Caldwell was such a wonderful part of my Columbia College years. He always
had a kind and encouraging word and I respected him highly. My prayers are with
you as you face this loss, but I know that you are comforted by your faith. Julie
Hoover Houston, '75

Julie Houston - August 29, 2017 at 12:45 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Dr. James L. Caldwell.

August 28, 2017 at 11:18 PM

“

Julie, sending sympathy, prayerful condolences to Cliff, you and your extended
family.

peggy shirley - August 28, 2017 at 06:50 PM

“

Julie praying for your family, much love to you and yours. deepest sympathy. love
you.

Louise Floyd - August 28, 2017 at 05:00 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Rick and Harriet Sirmons

Harriet Sirmons - August 28, 2017 at 12:49 PM

“

Harriet Sirmons lit a candle in memory of Dr. James L. Caldwell

Harriet Sirmons - August 28, 2017 at 12:47 PM

“

Charlotte and family, I was saddened to learn of the death of James. Bill and I were
blessed by the both of you during our time together at wonderful RHBC. My prayers
and thoughts are very much with you during these days of loss and sorrow. God
bless you with His presence now and in the future as you adjust to life without your
loved one. Much love and concern. Ann Bishop

Ann Bishop - August 28, 2017 at 12:45 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Dr. Caldwell's death. He was a wonderful choir director
and person.
Nancy and Wayne Boatman

Nancy and Wayne Boatman - August 28, 2017 at 09:23 AM

“

Your friends at Takeuchi Mfg US Ltd. purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the
family of Dr. James L. Caldwell.

Your friends at Takeuchi Mfg US Ltd. - August 28, 2017 at 09:01 AM

“

It was truly a blessing to be able to sing in Doc's choir for many years! He was a
wonderful man and a wonderful example of a Christian leader! Charlotte, Kim, Cliff
and David, you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.

Phil McDowell - August 28, 2017 at 08:20 AM

“

For many years, I babysat for Clif, Kim, and David (from the age of 2 weeks!) every
Wednesday night while James and Charlotte were at choir. When they got home
each time, James would walk with me to the end of their driveway, talking in his
quiet, comfortable way, then wait until I got to my front door two houses away. I'd look
back and wave and he'd wave good-night to me. I was so pleased to be able to be in
his elementary music class at Columbia College in the 70s. His patience with us was
endless as we were learning to play our instruments. He was such a gentleman,
such a man of integrity, and his influence has affected countless people, mine among
them.
Much love to Charlotte, David, Kim, and Clif!!

Kay (Ward) Powers - August 27, 2017 at 09:26 PM

“

Dr. Caldwell..... oh how I loved this man. He was a gentle spirit of kindness, yet as witty as
he could be. He would mumble some of the funniest things to us on our many choir trips.
He guided me to music.... to study... to work. He and Mrs. Caldwell are the reason that I
sing. I love this family so much, and I am so sad for the loss of such an amazing man. He
led with patience, ..... oh how patient he was with us in youth choir! I was never one t be
quiet.... especially sitting next to my sweet Melanie Gullege! Love to all of the family. I am
sure he will be directing a choir of angels up there!

Love, Laurie Marshall Novinger

Laurie Marshall Novinger - August 28, 2017 at 07:47 AM

“

Doc was my Minister of Music from grade 8 through college. He was a colleague as
he encouraged me in my post as youth director at RHBC prior to go into Seminary.
Doc, Charlotte, Cliff, Kim, and David, were the "first family" of Riverland Hills and an
integral part of my growing up and maturing in the faith. I daresay, I would not be the
person that I am today, having experienced the things I've experienced had it not
been for the influence and mentoring of James L Caldwell in my life. Love to you,
Doc.

Louellen Benton - August 27, 2017 at 08:22 PM

“

Doc was one of my favorite professors at Columbia College. He inspired me to major
in music and I found my love of teaching elementary music. I'm sure he is enjoying
hearing the angelic choir in Heaven. Prayers for all of you as you go through this
season. I wish I could be at the funeral, but we are in NYC celebrating the birth of our
granddaughter.

Donna Bozard Cox - August 27, 2017 at 07:27 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dr. James L. Caldwell.

August 27, 2017 at 01:38 PM

“

I was in Dr. Caldwell's youth choir from 6th grade until 12th grade at Riverland Hills
Baptist Church. He made choir fun so we always had a packed house. I have so
many wonderful memories of our choir trips thoughout the US.
"Doc" had the patience of Job & lead so many youth to Christ, though his ministry.
RHBC was the "Place" to be.
I feel certain, "Rosie" (Mrs. Magruder) was there 2 welcome him to Heaven.
Charlotte, Cliff, Kim, David, & the rest of your crew, I love you & will be praying for
you.
So thankful my parents visited Riverland Hills & it became home to the Huggins
family.

Tonya Huggins Coble - August 26, 2017 at 05:47 PM

