William "W.C." Charles Hawkins
July 2, 1919 - January 27, 2015

IRMO—Funeral services for W.C. Hawkins, 95, of Irmo, will be held at 2 p.m. Friday,
January 30, 2015 at Union United Methodist Church, 7582 Woodrow Street, Irmo, SC
29063. Reverend Wayne Horne will officiate. Burial will follow in Colony Lutheran Church
Cemetery, Hwy 76, Newberry, SC. The family will greet friends from 6-8 p.m. Thursday,
January 29, 2015 at Temples Halloran Funeral Home, 5400 Bush River Road, Columbia,
SC 29212.
Mr. Hawkins, beloved husband for 60 years to the late Katie “Kitty” Mills Hawkins, passed
away on Tuesday, January 27, 2015. Born in Liberty, SC, he was the son of the late
James Henry Hawkins and Caroline Lesley Hawkins. He moved to Central, SC as a
youngster and was educated in the Central public schools. Mr. Hawkins was a proud
Veteran of the United States Marine Corps, where he served in the Pacific Theater during
WWII. A graduate of Clemson College, he holds his M.Ed. from the University of South
Carolina. He was a member and past president of numerous professional organizations.
He was principal of Lancaster Senior High School, then Superintendent of Chester County
Schools. In 1966, he was named Superintendent of Lexington County School District 5,
where he served for 15 years until his retirement.
In 1977, W.C. Hawkins was named South Carolina Superintendent of the Year. The
following year, in recognition of his contribution to the community, W.C. Hawkins Stadium
was named in his honor.
W.C. and his wife, Kitty, were Charter Members of Coldstream Country Club, where they
played golf almost every day. W.C. also played with the Old Guard.
Surviving are his children, Jimmy Hawkins (Sherry) of Columbia, Kathy Weeks (Tommy) of
Columbia and Mike Hawkins (Candi) of Charleston; his greatest love of all, his 7
grandchildren, Amye Caldwell, Cee Hawkins, Ashley Cook (James), Mills Hawkins
(Courtnee), Zann Hawkins (Sarah), Katie Livingston (Bryan) and Tyler Hawkins; 5 greatgrandchildren, JD Cromer, Julia Cromer, Mary Hollis Hawkins, Caroline Hawkins and

Millee Hawkins; sister, Sue H. Goodman of Laurens. In addition to his wife, W.C. was
preceded in death by a son, William C. Hawkins, Jr., daughter, Harriett Hawkins and a
sister, Eunice H. Elrod.
The family would like to thank the staff of Generations of Irmo for their devotion to Pop
over the last 4 years.
The family requests memorials may be made to Union United Methodist Church, 7582
Woodrow Street, Irmo, SC 29063 or a charity of one’s choice.
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Comments

“

My favorite memorie with pop was when i would always go visit him he would always
make me give him a kiss and always made me go eat with him ill never forget that
sweet man rest in peace pop
JC

Julia Cromer - December 16, 2016 at 12:30 PM

“

Kathy,
My name is Melissa Bosdell Wellman, daughter of Francis A. Bosdell, who was a
long time friend and co-worker of your Dad. Please accept our sympathies in the loss
of your father. My Dad and I spent a lovely afternoon remembering our Dads' career
paths, and occasions where they intersected as long time friends and co-workers.
They first met in the 50's while teaching in Lancaster and Fort Mill. Later (64 through
69), we lived in Chester when my father was DIST SUPT of T&I ED for SC State
Dept of ED and officed in Chester.
You and I were Brockman High classmates,.and my Mom was junior high secretary
(remember Alonzo Giles?) while our Dad's were co-workers and sometimes golf
partners. My Dad will not say who won; only that 'Charlie was a real fine golfer.'
They remained friends after we all left Chester, us moving to Clemson. He and Mom
remained there until 2011 when they moved to Morningside Assisted Living Center in
Lancaster. We lost Mom in 2013.
It is with fondness that we share memories of your Dad and family, and it is with joy
that we celebrate a life well lived. Our thoughts are with you and your family.
Melissa B. Wellman
8632 Brentfield Road
Huntersville, NC

Melissa B. Weelman - February 08, 2015 at 07:55 AM

“

I had the greatest respect for Mr Hawkins. While a student at Lancaster High School,
I was afraid of him. Later I applied for a teaching position at Irmo High. Back in the
60s the superintendent interviewed prospective teachers. I was happy he hired me
on the condition I would get my masters degree. Thanks to Mr. Hawkins I had a very
fulfilling career in teaching high school mathematics. I had the honor of teaching his
youngest son, Michael and Michael's wife , Candice. It was always fun to see Mr.
Hawkins out in the community. He always introduced me in a very positive manner.
When he went to Generations, I would visit him while visiting other friends. I loved his
Hugh smile and happy disposition. I was always happy after visiting with him. I saw
him about two weeks ago. I was saddened to learn about his death.

Connie Parker-Gatti - February 01, 2015 at 09:52 PM

“

My name is Gary Lashway. My wife Lola is a resident of Generations of Irmo and has
been there going on six years. I visit my wife every day and in so doing made the
acquaintance of W.C. Hawkins. I enjoyed very much talking with him! he was always
upbeat, positive and kind! He was my friend and I will miss him very much! Lola and I
send our sincere condolences to his family and friends! You are all in our thoughts
and prayers!

Gary Lashway - January 31, 2015 at 11:42 AM

“

Sandee Aiken lit a candle in memory of William "W.C." Charles Hawkins

Sandee Aiken - January 30, 2015 at 02:01 AM

“

Mr. Hawkins was my first superintendent. He always made a person feel welcomed
when they saw him at the DO. He was very black Snd white..... You always knew
where he stood on issues! He led District 5 onto greatness !!! The Valeks will miss
you WC. Jim gave him last summer a set of golf clubs he always admired. It was a
special day between the two guys! He was loved!!!

Penny and Jim Valek - January 29, 2015 at 10:35 PM

“

Susan R. purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of William
"W.C." Charles Hawkins.

Susan R. - January 29, 2015 at 03:56 PM

“

Cook Family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of William "W.C." Charles
Hawkins.

Cook Family - January 29, 2015 at 12:40 PM

“

Lily and Rose Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of William "W.C." Charles
Hawkins.

January 29, 2015 at 10:02 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of William "W.C." Charles
Hawkins.

January 29, 2015 at 09:28 AM

“

Pop always praised my accomplishments, no matter how small, and he made me
feel special. He and Kitty posted pictures of the grandchildren all over the refrigerator
and throughout the house. Every accomplishment was noted.
He introduced me to the grasses, shrubs, and trees around Leton Drive, and
because of him, I knew all of the plants' botanical names by age 7. He and Kitty also
taught me to love and appreciate the beauty of birds, especially Kitty's cardinals.
Some of my best memories involve Pop teaching me to putt on the greens of
Coldstream Country Club with my tiny set of clubs. Pop liked to ride on the golf cart
and we would zip around looking for birds and new plants for him to teach me about.
Because of Pop, I have always appreciated nature and now I teach my students to
value the beauty in nature.
I love you, Pop, and I will forever miss you. You were a wonderful role model and the
best grandfather I could have ever asked for. May you rest in peace in Heaven with
Kitty and Chuck.

Ashley Cook - January 28, 2015 at 08:20 PM

“

Mr. Hawkins was always a great friend, however I failed to meet his expectation many
times, I am sure. However, this particular event was in reference to the design and
construction of Chapin High School Foot Ball Stadium. He really "wore me out" and I went
home reeling from my thrashing. The next day my assistant said Mr. Hawkins was on the
phone and my anxiety went off the scale. I picked up the phone reluctantly ready for
another thrashing and the voice said "Don let's go to Jakes and eat some catfish. Nothing
else was said about the Stadium and I remained in his good graces.
Don McElveen
Don McElveen - January 29, 2015 at 09:40 AM

“

One of the best things that ever happened in School District Five....a very dedicated and
devoted man. Prayers for the entire family during this time from all of the Sale Family
members. So glad to have known him and Ms. Kitty and to have gone to school with the
children. Thank you Mr. Hawkins. Please say hello to my Mom. Sally Sale Grooms and
Family
Sally - January 29, 2015 at 02:50 PM

